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MILWAUKEE – As a teen parent,
Peter Burgos had no one to help him.
Today, Burgos works to ensure that no
Milwaukee teen faces the same fate.

“I was a teen parent myself,” Burgos, a
family care coordinator for Rosalie
Manor, said. “I really want to make a dif-
ference in young parents’ lives, help them
and direct them and lead them through
the process. I didn’t get a lot of help
being a young father, so I want to make
sure that all the young people get the help
they need.”

Rosalie Manor, 4803 W. Burleigh St.,
has spent the past 100 years ensuring
young parents get the help they need.
Founded by the Misericordia Sisters in
1908, and sponsored by the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee, Rosalie Manor began its
mission as a refuge for unwed pregnant
women. Today, it reaches out to the
community through four programs:
Families United to Prevent Teen Preg-
nancy, Supporting Teen Families,
Today’s Dads and Wisconsin Alliance
for Healthy Marriage. 

“We’re prevention based; we’re not
intervention based,” said Dawn
Groshek, director of development. “We
work with all our families before abuse
takes place…. We work really hard to
make sure that our families don’t fall
through the cracks.”

All voluntary programs, Rosalie
Manor provides families with job readi-
ness classes, employment services,
financial management and healthy rela-
tionship classes, so if the teen parents
are no longer together they can still
communicate to raise their child. In-
home case management and parenting
services, which include health care and
childbirth education, are offered to teen
mothers, fathers and their parents. On

average, Rosalie Manor may serve any-
where from 1,000 to 3,000 families a
year. The center also gives youth pre-
sentations on topics such as abstinence
and self-esteem. 

Abortion wasn’t even a consideration
for Candace Jones, 20, and Shaun
Howard, 22, when they each found out
they would be parents. After getting
over the initial shock and excitement of
becoming parents,
they turned to Ros-
alie Manor for
assistance in raising
their children.

“It’s always
exciting at first,”
Howard said of
becoming a parent. “For those who
enjoy being a parent, it’s more of a life
changing experience. A lot of the time it
changes who they are, gives them an
opportunity to get themselves together.”

For Jones, Rosalie Manor not only gave
her lessons in parenting, but helped her 1-
year-old daughter through health issues,
including hospital visits and insurance
woes.

“I don’t know who wouldn’t want to
be in the program,” said Jones, who is
expecting another child this month. 

“It is so much fun to work with teen
parents because they have such an open
mind and sometimes, can be their ado-
lescent, stubborn selves, but they learn,”
said Allison Sergio, director of family
services. “You see the growth that hap-
pens throughout the program. They
form a relationship with whoever their
worker is here. They want to impress
their worker, and they don’t want to
drop out or do bad things. It’s just a
population where you can see the best
growth. We don’t want to see teen preg-
nancy, but it happens.”

Howard notes the growth he’s seen in
himself since his son was born five
years ago. 

“He’s here now so I’ve got to step up
to the plate and be there for him,” said
Howard, who has another child on the
way in May. “It’s helped me establish
myself in so far as being a father to my
son, in being a provider and helping me
be a better person. Times are gonna get
rough, especially when you’re young.
Sometimes you get your hopes up,

dreams might get
broken. But
you’ve gotta
remember every-
thing you’re doing
is for your child.”

N a v i g a t i n g
teens through the

ups and downs of life as a parent is one
of the most rewarding aspects to his
career as family case coordinator, Bur-
gos said. 

“You run into a lot of roadblocks
with clients and when you get the ups, it
makes you feel really good, like you’re
really doing something to help these
young people with their personal lives,”
Burgos said. “It feels really good to see
them being successful in their lives.
That’s what we try to promote within
them – that they can do a lot of things

Rosalie Manor continues to serve unwed teens 

Agency marks 100 years of helping young parents

For more information
on Rosalie Manor visit 

<www.rosaliemanor.org>. 

According to Shaun Howard, 22, Rosalie
Manor has helped him become a better father
to his 5-year-old son, DeMario. (Submitted photo
courtesy Rosalie Manor)

Reprinted with permission of the Catholic Herald       ■ Please call 1-877-769-7699 to subscribe.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 266
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 266
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /RunLengthEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1800 1800]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


